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battle. From this place Schofield then retreated to
Franklin. He had sent his wagons in advance, and
Stanley had gone with them with two divisions to
protect them. Cheathaxn's corps of Hood's army
pursued the wagon-train and went into camp at
Spring Hill for the night of the 29th.

Schofield, retreating from Columbia on the
29th, passed Spring Hill, where Cheatham was
bivouacked, during the night without molestation,
though within half a mile of where the Confederates
were encamped. On the morning of the 30th he
had arrived at Franklin.

. Hood followed closely and reached Franklin in
time to make an attack the same day. The fight
was very desperate and sanguinary. The Con- 662
federate generals led their men in the repeated
charges, and the loss among them was of unusual
proportions. This fighting continued with great
severity until long after the night closed in, when
the Confederates drew off. General Stanley, who
commanded two divisions of the Union troops,
and whose troops bore the brunt of the battle,
was wounded in the fight, but maintained his
position.

The enemy's loss at Franklin, according to
Thomas's report, was 1750 buried upon the field by
our troops, 3800 in the hospital, and 702 prisoners
besides. Schofield's loss, as officially reported, was
189 killed, 1033 wounded, and 1104 captured and
missing.

Thomas made no effort to reinforce Schofield at
Franklin, as it seemed to me at the time he should
have done, and fight out the battle there. He
simply ordered Schofield to continue his retreat to im ime night before. This was the night of
